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A Survey and Analysis of the Current Situation of
Illegally Built Temples in Contemporary Taiwan

Huang, Yun-shi *

ABSTRACT:

This paper is the first year report of the subproject, “Status and
Investigation of Illegally Built Temples in Taiwan and Assessment of Their
Impact on the Ecological Environment,” whose purpose is to analyze the
modality of illegal temples and the cause for illegal construction, under the
integrated project of the National Science Council, “Discourse, Influence
and Prospects of Taiwan’s Local Religious Ethics on Ecology and
Environment.

According to the data of December in 2012 from Ministry of the
Interior, the number of unregistered religious venues are 13,466. The main
causes of these unregistered ones can be classified as illegal construction and
use of land. Besides, the proportion of officially registered ones in all is 55%,
while the post-registered is 45 %. There are about 6,800 temples unable to
obtain construction permits or licenses because of illegal use of land or
buildings. Among the above, 22,000 illegally built temples, two-thirds of the
buildings are located in restricted development areas while the remaining

Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Hsuan Chuang University

This article is the first report on a Research Project of the National Science Council.
The project number is NSC 101-2632-H-364-001-MY3. The execution of this
project is during August 1, 2012 until July 31, 2015.
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three-thirds are situated in the areas permitted to be developed. The causes
leading temples to illegally built are many; some belong to property rights
issues, compartment of land utilization and regulation issues, construction
management and other issues. [llegal construction issues are issues of public
administration, but they are also typical issues temples would face.

In this paper, the modality of illegally built temples can be divided into
all illegally, partially illegally, real illegally, and formally illegally built ones.
I summarize the reasons in illegally built temples and propose six categories
of issues: registration, violation of procedures which bring property issues,
land property rights in dispute, land zoning discrepancies, involving relevant
laws, and other relevant regulations.

Keywords: Temple Registration, Illegal Buildings, Supplement Registration,
Modality of Illegally Built Temples , Cause for Illegally Built
Temples
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