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To Clarify the Controversy about Tzu Chi’s
Nei-hu Redevelopment Zone

Hung, Li-ming :

ABSTRACT:

In the year of 1997, Taiwan Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation (as known as,
Tzu Chi) has been purchased an estate in conservation area at north face of
Dahu park, from Sec. 5, Chenggong Rd., Neihu Dist in the Taipei City. At
the first beginning, Tzu Chi planned to establish children’s hospital, depends
on the spirit of “From the Society, To the Society”, but cancelled by local’s
referendum result. After that, the original plan was revised to be a recycling
station by Tzu Chi. Nowadays, Tzu Chi tries to apply law to discharge of
conservation status, and establishes International Disaster Relief Center with
Volunteer Building.

Originally, ponds were all over this conversation area. However, before
Tzu Chi purchased this estate, it has been illegally filled with dumped soils
and covered with cement by its previous owner in 1980. Until this estate
purchased by Tzu Chi in 1997, locals and environmental associations begins
to protest and thus the application was postponed. In this article, we will
describe the history of this estate, and advocates from Tzu Chi,
environmental associations, and locals first. According to this, we will
discuss and analysis the legitimacy and necessary issue of this controversy.

Keywords: Tzu Chi, Conservation, Redevelopment, Pond, Environmental
association

*
Aromatherapy Lecturer
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