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A Study on the General Course of Museum:

with Hsuan Chuang University as Example

Hsing, Chin-chun *

ABSTRACT:

In the past decade, the rise of informal learning, also known as
out-of-school learning or free-choice learning, has received a great deal of
attention in educational circles around the world. It is generally agreed that
“informal learning” refers to any learning that occurs outside the formal
learning system, possibly in museums, aquaria, zoos, and other outdoor
learning environments.

This paper investigates the effectiveness of informal learning in
museum studies at graduate level. Participants comprised 110 students taking
part in this course under the general education program at Hsuan Chuang
University. They were first provided museum curriculum in the classroom
and then an outdoor learning activity was conducted. The research data were
collected from their responses to questionnaires after the visit to the National
Palace Museum. Based on the data analysis, this study discusses the
implications of the findings and concludes by offering recommendations for
further policy.

Keywords: learning in museums, out-of-school learning, general education
program

* Full-time Lecturer, Department of Religion and Culture, Hsuan Chuang University
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