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A Financial and Group Size Analysis of
Taiwan’s Non-profit Organizations—Citing
Examples from Taiwan NPO
Self-Regulation Alliance

Chen, Yueh-shiuan *

ABSTRACT:

Last year, the Department of Civil Affairs, Ministry of the Interior,
submitted some long-awaited amendments to Religious Organizations Law,
in hopes of completing the legislative procedures under the consensus of
religious groups. Of these amendments, however, some regulations
regarding “financial transparency” have caused serious protestations in some
Buddhist organizations, and eventually were not included in the agenda. The
financial accountability of these nonprofits matter a lot in two regards. First,
donators have every right to know about what causes their donation have
gone to. Second, this accountability helps to increase the nonprofits’
development and efficacy in the long run. Hence, Taiwan has followed the
steps of other countries in creating a culture of accountability for nonprofits,
and this requires a highly and widely credible open data platform that gets a
sufficient number of members on board. Recently Taiwan NPO
Self-Regulation Alliance has begun to take on this responsibility albeit a
little later than international counterparts.

The author gathered the financial data from the website of NPO
Self-Regulation Alliance, and then presented descriptive statistics, so as to

* Lecturer at the Department of Religion and Culture, Hsuan Chuang University.
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better understand the service sectors and size of the faith-based nonprofits in
Taiwan. Meanwhile, the author tried to create a set of data for further
analysis, in an attempt to describe the contours of the non-profit religious
organizations in Taiwan, and then selected two nonprofits to conduct case
assessments.

Keywords: Taiwan NPO Self-Regulation Alliance, NPO accountability,
Nonprofit financial statement analysis, A Kernel of Wheat
Foundation
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