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Exploration of Master Cheng Yen’s Pure Land
Concept and Practice: The Pure Land on Earth
Based on the Sutra of Medicine Buddha

Jane, Wen-ling*

Abstract

This article delves into two main topics. Firstly, it discusses why Master
Cheng Yen, who was inspired by the Lotus Sutra, chose the Medicine Buddha
Sutra to guide the Tzu Chi Foundation in helping others. Additionally, it
explores how Master Cheng Yen aimed to establish a pure land on earth based
on the teachings of the Medicine Buddha Sutra.

The article provides a brief explanation of the meaning of the Medicine
Buddha Sutra, along with interpretations by Master Tai xu and Master Yin
shun, and their ideas on creating a pure land on earth. Drawing from Master
Cheng Yen’s teachings, the article analyzes the relationship between Tzu Chi
and the Medicine Buddha Sutra, and the concept and actions of creating a pure
land on earth are embedded in Tzu Chi’s practices. Furthermore, it highlights
how Master Cheng Yen utilized compassion, joy, and equanimity, as outlined
in the Medicine Buddha Sutra, as a foundation for developing strategies and

practices to build a pure land on earth.

Keywords: the Medicine Buddha Sutra; Tzu Chi; Pure land on earth;
Inspiring the rich and helping the poor; Kindness, pity, joy, and

equanimity

* Associate Professor, Institute of Religion and Humanities, Tzu Chi University
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