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The Modernization of Chan Buddhism: An Analysis
of the Philosophy and Practices of the Dharma Drum
Lineage of Chinese Chan in Taiwan

Saik Chee Teng”

Abstract

The “modernization of Chan Buddhism” has emerged as a prominent
trend within the Humanistic Buddhism movement in recent years. However,
the Buddhist community has yet to establish a unified understanding of how
this modernization should be implemented. This paper examines the “Chinese
Chan” (hZ£1&#) tradition established by Master Sheng Yen as a model,
exploring it not only as a form of religious practice but also as a constructive
framework for modernizing Chan Buddhism and effectively promoting
contemporary Humanistic Buddhism.

Master Sheng Yen’s founding of the Dharma Drum Lineage of Chinese
Chan adheres to the principles of aligning with both the Dharma and the needs
of the times. While preserving traditional values, it adapts to modern contexts
by emphasizing diverse and humanistic educational approaches in its
propagation. This innovation holds groundbreaking significance in the history
of Chan Buddhism and offers considerable value for academic exploration.

This paper reviews the existing framework and evolution of the Chan
methods developed within the Dharma Drum Lineage, addressing the needs
of modern individuals and distinguishing these methods from traditional Chan
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practices. Through a comprehensive analysis of the philosophy and practices
of Chinese Chan at Dharma Drum Mountain, this study concludes that the
Dharma Drum Lineage exemplifiess a model of Chan Buddhism's
modernization. It serves not only as a form of religious practice but also as a
humanistic educational initiative that responds to contemporary societal
needs, providing an effective pathway for the promotion of Humanistic
Buddhism.

Keywords: Modernization of Chan Buddhism, Dharma Drum Mountain,
Master Sheng Yen, Dharma Drum Lineage of Chinese Chan,
Spiritual Environmentalism
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