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On Seeing and Touch: Noé’s Approach

Wen Lai*

Abstract

My aim in this article is to reconsider Molyneux’s question which was
originally proposed by John Locke in 1689. I intend to use enactive approach’s
key concepts developed by Alva Noé to reexamine this issue. The basic claim
of enactive approach is that sensory stimulation alone is not sufficient to
produce perceptual experience. Human subject can acquire perceptual
experience only if they possess and exercise sensorimotor knowledge.

Noé’s answer is subjected to certain important qualifications: the newly-
sighted person has to move or being moved in order to learn sensorimotor
knowledge of vision. Noé€’s contribution to this question is that he asserts
vision can directly acquire spatial experience like touch does, and that the
spatial content which vision acquire has inner connection to the previous
tactile experience.

I try to argue that tactile and visual sensorimotor knowledge are
isomorphism, because the subject already has one and only has one behavioral
space. Enactive approach implicitly contains the theory of behavioral space
developed by Gareth Evans. I also maintain that although both No€ and Evans
answered Molyneux’s question positively, Evans’s theory does not support a
positive answer. In contrast, Noé&’s theory does.

Keywords: Molyneux’s question, enactive, sensorimotor knowledge,
behavioral space.

* Lecturer, Department of Religion and Culture, Hsuan Chuang University.
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1689 &5 (John Locke) BEHPN (William Molyneux, 1656-98 )
FE(S TATREIVRTRE - AP R TEERAL - RIS g M A E
AREE (Molyneux’s question ) : 2

B —EARAEIRE » HERKBA - GEYEEM R L& E
e A/NMURRETAVEREG TR - (RS AEF H BVE X HE A 78R
FOERES o JLPEE » B TYRAIBREG e 2 b » BB AAESE 1 - 551
e EM 2 AT - aESFEHR B R » IF B ERUMEEERES - UHER
TiHR 73

HETAR PR wmEERENEE - SUSENTREEE
{ER95E - U4 Leibniz * - Gareth Evans ° FI3TaE3KLLEEDL (Alva Noé)
Ry CRIITENAIFLHERS (enactive approach) » DUEFERY T =A% - A5

U ARSOR SR IR SUEI MY R SOBRTT R -

2 Locke, John [1689] 1975, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Peter
Nidditch ed., New York: Oxford University Press, II, ix, p.S8.

3 JHZ %y  Suppose a Man born blind, and now adult, and taught by his touch to
distinguish between a Cube, and a Sphere of the same metal, and nighly of the same
bigness, so as to tell, when he felt one and t’other, which is the Cube, which the
Sphere. Suppose then the Cube and Sphere placed on a Table, and the Blind Man to
be made to see. Quaere, Whether by his sight, before he touch’d them, he could now
distinguish, and tell, which is the Globe, which the Cube.

4 Locke, John [1689] 1975, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Peter
Nidditch ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 11, ix, p.17.

5 Evans, Gareth 1985 “Molyneux’s question”, in his Collected Papers, pp. 334-99,
New York: Oxford University Press.
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AYER SR A ST T R RJEERR > R E R ST BRI R Y TR 0 K
el & s (e REE Rl > RABRSITTEIRISE RS A (HEE E - =
T ] RE IR (TR -

R ISR 2 R > BB © S (AR R (TR 7
TR P R R 7

RPEED © SRy o EENRRERR 18 A HIEEER AL EREAYRZ 0 ]
o EFEMEEN SR - ARFTTE A FEEIER ? HAFIEIME R HY
s T HE R E R 7 e > S N Ry IR T RIS i | R
i TARA ) HUSERK - BT HIRE 2 T o BRI

(EEEME) NI (EEFIHHEEE) S - AOEAHEREEE -
FEHIEY R R B P HARAYATA R > Fr U RE R A S (T
o

(1) EEANBEIZL RS R A RN i S SRR A B

HF RIS ) RISKERMESRRE (95 A SRR IR L f
B EERETIR T » ESR SRR - BOTAT
G ORI TATHE AT FDEE i (AR I -

6 Cassirer, E. 1979. The philosophy of the enlightenment. Princeton University Press,
p. 108.
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PIRIRERY 55 Ryl - RAGRREE DI E R - AR - ISR
HEGEANYEREME - 2R ] DIER B 20 BRES T 3R » (2R
ZH5 | AR ML (Gareth Evans ) HY{ 7825 (behavioral space ) » 74 BE5E %L
SRS MR EIRE Lo « TN RS Y5 - HERE " TRXHA
oA B R A —ETEIZERT > MR EREE s A TR R 1T
BRI RS R - AR BN R R 5 e B8 - AR I A L
EER TR ERME T 58 o M N LET IR DAFN B 5 N R R
EETE - R EE S N LY R R 2 DA 5 e (5125 55 B A
R o DU Ry (TR DU Y

— TERESE R £ SR EERR I ST
(—) TEVANBERMNERER

s DUVITE RIS RS - PRET RV RE B NE - SEfE 7 HAEER Y
o0 ERR - PERERIEE R SRS ) HAEEE (sensation ) A Jg AR T24L
B > KNE AR FH RS BN AR, (sensorimotor knowledge ) HYTT(E > 73
A Rl BT AR S R S B AR 2 548 )T IR A B BN A
TR GRSy - BIE AV RIE S8 B RRIEIIMRETRI - B
IR HE AT ARV E IR - MRS AR R A
FE" B CHY S REBNERIEE RS0 HRER % ) R ATEZ A Bl

" Nog, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.16.
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FEERHERZAVE - R BAE TR EAEHEAR - A 15LERH
F12 23R (perceptual presence ) FIFIE A HE1E (perceptual constancy ) ¥
30 LGRS LS AR E G B HER B E R 5 °

(1) 5158 2B - R LB HarI Ml - BiERRER TR
B R —(E%ERG 7 T USRI T H Bt - Rt " REF] x #Y— (&
{IE  BR TERERT x, EMEEER R EEARE] - AL A ?

(2) MBI R AR AR » B EERE A EP
AREIREIE] - B TTERRERF E R B[S E IR B ?

Tl R 55 —(EER 52 7 I 2 i 48 B K BRI MR = 4RV
M RS IREEEFIN - BEtal B RIRE 1 BTG
b o] LAY H AR e s PR Y BB 03 7 EIRER R A o (R i Fy— 1
BMIYEEES - BURTMR S SRS E S e R T =V S AR o Btg
KER - AR EREEE L (RG A BRI RS - &
R B (R 2 st B g & A (R T Y R A2 45 2 R A Bl (O (A
ToEY » ° TRSHEA YRS EBIAIE - (HSIRAIE S R EE IR E R
[H] > FHE{HE (dependencies ) FYRF{A - PSR ST FIE A E R E (7]
T B E R AR R TR - T R B S R B E - IRE B
FIRE A BRI - P ERERTTRER - 2ok T S MR
— (B RS TEAY RS -
TR AR I MR S © IR e A B EE

CAGRBEEE - AT ER B LET - 2R BREEESE T E
BEHEERS - W AHOERMS R EEEIN - HERS G EEE

'3

8 AT am S > S BRI » ASBEERIE » RARMB O EE
HARE -
° Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.77.
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b - 10 EVEEBIRIERES TR S DR H Y R E R AIEE - 1 E
EHEERENEERR - THT# © EEHNESRAUNLERIEER
iR DEORZ SRR ER AT - 2R ERREERS -

PE RS ARG - EATEN A RS AVEEE T F058 ERSWITFE
BYIERLAAN{A (how things look )» EHIEFIEYEFE - Fy{a](how things
are ) °

sk DA T P38 BB KT (real size ) FIERL M R ST ( perspectival size
ofan object ) ( fEf Fs“p-R.~1™) o BRI RSl AR IE N A& -
BB BEZ A FEAR N - FEIRATAYEEEEN B L - 1645
SEAEEENAR KN - SEER RSB E R ST - Y —(EYRe A IR
2w DI oe = EE TR (R — B A R p-R7) - 2
HE—EEERT - ©

RGP R w] LIRE By p-1E (p-properties ) > p-1HE B S 21 REHY
5 L RRMERINEY) - 1EIRERHTT - T LEFIEE /Y p-Ioik

(p-shape ) > {0 DUE B RIS T B IEZARIE Sy B2 - [ - fRe] 2L
EEWEE 31 p- R BIE R B EMEE R Tme—6 -
HEEEPRMA LR p-HE - RAEERERIVE R (FI0EE

) EA GRGEE - BAEE AR  BXAFTRENE B
TR -

p-MEEEANVTEEEN - TARIREREE R EER T -1

10 Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.78.
1 1bid., p.82-3.

12 Tbid., p.84.

13 Ibid., p.83.

14 Tbid., p.83.
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BREZEN > EFEEORER BN EEE - *° P-MEE R AN
TR RIS B A AIRI R B R AR (5 (HAREED IR Z R R ) - BIaniE 1
1Y p-TIR - BRI A L B AN ED IR ERY » AORFIE A
At Ey (ERREERT - EEESHEIROEI NI EA
Z[EREEST ) > AR p-ME R S — U - AT PR RS A A
FEZ MR - s (2O0MMNEE) T EERE -

BB p-EEA SR RME - FIIERNIRST - et
EYRIREE S > SELRE R TBIAE ) (looks) » PIANEILEE AL TFH
FI—{EEH - SR RER—BEEER p-EiR > I HEAE p-TAIRG A
TG I RE R EIRHESM AL E - RITETEEE T EERY - 2R
TREAGEAEREEAY - WIS E] > R AR S E A EE L
AT ELEL p-TAIRAVERAL - BT T (0 AR A B I3, -

FRIBTTENAISEHERS - 25 S 2 MR BInPIRe I KT 2R - st
REHYREIRS > AR M S EE 2L - e XEE p-it
BN B B EE T - YRRV E BRI R T A 2 > ERf1EE S
AEEBE AU RS - MR E BRI E B IREEERS - flan
EIrGEERITIPHRTES > (RARE TS I:EI’JT%ﬁ/ N 77N
GRRER R T HIZE FRIASCEMEL - R TAVAEMNE - g2 E "
{72 2 R EEBIRH (7 - E(EA 2R i‘ﬁﬁﬁ’:\i?ﬁ’\]éi\@ IR« £8%
FREREHE > g2 fﬁi?ﬂﬁﬁgﬁ/ﬁﬁ YIRS EAERY A GG - 45
H E B R HR SRS L R -

15 Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.83.
16 1bid., p.83.
7 1bid., p.84.
18 Ibid., p.85.
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FOT R RS -

(1) IRBTER BRI E VAR - p-MEE AN OETH - T2
FERERIME - o] DEE BT &M - HEMAZ2YietasE
FRANENE ZHE 4 - TR BEE Sie 0 & 2 R -
UE SRR B EYRGZNE » REEEYEIE LE0AaTH
N HEBRJWZEEMA - MEEEBSNITAZREMEE

('sensational qualities ) =R Bl (sense data) » [ MEHEFL < 1

(2) FEATE A EERAVEIR T - M8 2 HERAIE R

(noninferential ) P~ & & FEHEAI SR - AR HISE R BV E IR L40{aT -
I FEEE " SRESNM 8 p-ENEL, > RMEREETIE
YYEE Bafer - BRRAVEEIR - AR E4E T AR a0 R B 58 E E)
LRI - AV ETPESR - EEIHERR p-IIRE B R4 -
TS FRAEHEHEESE > £ TES | BRTEEEAETNE
FEACEMEEINT - TRS NS AR SE AR5 =42V - 2 R
PR LAY 58 - EVEEB RIS 2 E AR (practical knowledge ) < # 12
IESF AT LIS RATEI AR RS Y B/ ISR E E R (MR BRI R
IS - A2 R EHERR AR FE ) o RUR TR0 R BRI -
AT LLERAMRI R BB M R h 2 W) o SRS TR D e iR R
M ERE TR HhAERIER A AR R B AR ES -

TRABATEN A HERS - EVE SN RIS A AV IIRE - WA 2 HHE R
(BN EERAVE N EETE ) » M2 RECMERY (constitutive )  TTEIRIEE
ARSIV ERE - FRAFTEVEIERE T RAKEE - 11 HHH R S B Ay

19 Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.85.
20 TIbid., pp. 85-6.
2L Ibid., p.117.
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TTEEFTRERL - 2 SEYIEREAANf (how things look tome ) » JZN EHG{T{H
B BN R o RN BB SRR - A (HHRAE R
BNE -2 MF0GH FEREEN A - TRT G TR Ay S E 5
gy — I - A G THIRE IS (RS o 5= » BT ZRr
DAGETE " EWERLAHA0T 5 (how things look ) » K&LERE T S E X L4N
faf y (how things are ) » TE/E A R Fe M R LEREATE -

FHTEIAISE RS ARER - BYEFRHIIL(EERG T - [FIR BB
i ER T - APEE R G (A A Ry rTREME (possibilities ) o ifif G Z Fr LA
FERIRE R Bl 3RS RN R R B AR R M E
REIHZE (access) IELEHIAEME - N Ry B fEATRAVIT(E > T4 R BVIRIR
Fy—(EEERG -

ERS—eHVE » TTEMRIR R R 5k - BETARAT A $EME: - K
AIRERHER TR R EIY > EE BRI - FrELE AR HATH OE
018 PIAIRF PR P SR Ry RITIPHY ~ SRR Ay B RiatER
FESREHRCAY - 2 TEEEf] T4 - EREHVSERRAIEE - RRE A T RV
BRI, - TORCEERAY T - 2

Ehmn U HEE T UERAE > WS ERE £ 8 (active) HIZHREAY

(dynamic ) - FFIEE/TEIHISEHERS AT E5RAY - (7R ATRE RAE S p-IP
ik REE R R T RRITIPH © (RS EBEE T p-IHIRHIE (LR

22 Nog, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.2.
2 1bid., p. 90.

24 Tttelson, W. H. (1952). The Ames demonstrations in perception; a guide to their
construction and use. Princeton University Press; Gregory, R.L. (1966). Eye and
brain: the psychology of seeing. McGraw-Hill; Gombrich, E. H. (1960). Art and
illusion. London: Phaidon, pp. 247-50.

%5 Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.86.
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O AEBEHRVEE IR - HEREHER (BEAHRRNED )
1A R BRI RV EE S -

EfF—f2E > %GR (phenomenalism) E5RAISEE G B E B
FY7E4% » 5 B ( John Stuart Mill )5 Ry ¥ SUE RIS HY 7K A H]BEME ( permanent
possibilities of sensation ) » {E{TERIFEAEFSAYEED - 1528 T REER(E THG
USRI AL SR bR REE Y (BAEP 82 LR sErY - N AR T
SRR L - AIREHREFENEER - R EIRR > BiReH
FRE A REAEREYVEAL - MM ZFrLIAIREHES - 2N —(EE
H o FMUE R (G T AR BRI E - ¥

EENG MR ERARZENRENY - FRGITE RS RIS &SR
Feakhn o ERERAETHRE - 2iEH NS E A SLESAE
TS EIRY TR A CERAVERERE - thgtEal - EERZIES AR
B > TN B FIETHHE COR EEREI S - sl EEBREIE -t
A (TR R FEEE S - AR R LIRS AL - i
HEIE R S BG SOEENRE

TTEHRISE R —(H 52 « RARALER S AERRE - fl
HHIRBS R FHUES) - AREREAERIGERENEY) > A e 2 EA
E - BERNLBEE L JEIE - ERESEIEE) - B T TEIA
REHERS | BB (B2 - IRMIEZIERAE T SRR P Ry (Y E
% T RIS AN HERE - SRR SRS E e AT o AR
SRR D EEAYZRAEL - fisEit - AU AYHERRIER 3 AR KRS P rY
F5 > IR ATRER A HRVA ENERE (B0 HE N B NFERER ) - 28
i > RIS T A USRS R ARRE - 23 e lF R R RGENYI S L

% Nog, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p. 86.
27 Tbid., p.86.
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Y —TEGROEE) - ISR " TENRISEETRE | R T AR > BRI
REREY T2 - ZSERAR A A R Y AR - %

(D) TENMBERERIESTS

BHREREENELE > WA ERFEEZ EE (sensation ) BCIRAZME
(sensitivity ) » 12 T #& D R EEN HIE - BTl DI STE 5 UIERS

535 (experiential blindness ) » [R fy 2 i 5 545 H £ L2 EE - 2

BEb S BNV SRS 0 AR SRR R R TR A R
PRI TR o TERE MR R - BIE N LS B EI G E RS > 5L
BB EELUEEN TN - R HRES AT %

RMEFEHEGEEREENgRE - BEEAESLRANE - HR
Ry TG EE ROLBARVESE - BN ReRE P F A EAYEa - i
W EIIRE R - B L BRRANESR rEEERA EE R
HFEE LIRE - MBS RGBS - Fire] DB E R E
B2 (R R LAGEMEE T B - M T2 Fiei > BE AR E B8
Bt ia S E T E RS - tatEsifiEzseiss -

FATeT LAIE S8 O N Bl fem ARy el « %

B A S. B.HISITT 1% » i 555 — (810 22 45 B 2 B8 AR iy « R e -
TR R 7 (E R —(EE - S A B R AR - B R —EREY
Ak o ML T i —E TR - B AR R R o AR A A R

2 Nog, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.2.
2 Ibid., p.4.

% Ibid., p.4.

31 1bid., pp.4-5.

%2 Ibid., p.5.
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B UEAEME AR > SR E YR - RREJ SRR AR
B AesREhl o A EE R AN o S BRI MIFRAMAR
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B - E?Uﬁﬁ@ﬁ#ﬁﬁ%/ﬂké*ﬁ*"ﬁﬁf ftr A BA B E AT A R AL
RE—RHE 1l B/ -

FURE AR 2 R AT H s f il

FT&IE RN » AR R IRE W - HEERER
/IVINHIAL R » SR RIE ﬁﬁa@ifﬂﬁ??e 8 H A RIE
HEE Y R A R —RE -

B NEZRGERE » P DAREE PRV RS2 MR EIE T - M2
Flrtz - MTEBE R RELAVE B S EEE - mE M EEAEEE -
RHE—EffTeBEES T E ) (—EENMEEEREE ) - thfTE T AL
FPR B AR AR S - SUGEIAEEES - A RE - (=
B L R AT R A R BN AR o %

e ERER  ERRNES T TSNS » BN EEMM

REE - DL S.B.HIBIF2RER - A (I EI S - (HEk/ DR EEh A -

3 Gregory and Wallace 1963, “Recovery from Early Blindness A Case Study” in

Experimental Psychology Society Monograph, p.366.

34 Sacks, H. 1995, Lectures on Conversation. Oxford: Blackwell, p.114.

% Valvo, A., Clark, L. L., Jastrzembska, Z. S., & American Foundation for the Blind
1971. Sight restoration after long-term blindness: the problems and behavior
patterns of visual rehabilitation [by] Alberto Valvo. Edited by Leslie L. Clark and
Zofja S. Jastrzembska. American Foundation for the Blind, p.9.

% Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.5.
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e AR & S BT v RE ST BN > MR E R E A (L
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WIS —TEIR S R SR - ORI BEEch B 2805 =V AR
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HRAYTH - BRGE AR A NGIR - ZE ARttt & RE0E
ARTAEREAIGRE © PP R AEHERERGE - Bl AP G IR e
FEA B -

FRIZHTRAILE (George Stratton) {£ 1897 AR (IvoKohler) £
1964 FEHYEE - FEMATEERE - SOHRGTOIHATSCR > WAL
BRI OEREE T ER, AF - KEER EERERS - 26lFE
K 8 FIa TR SRR Ak e « %

FEASRE IR - BHERH AR EEN RS - B A R i A TR RS
FHVIREET - BERFGEHTIAIR > PR LU BB T A RIS -

37 Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, pp.5-6.
3 TIbid., p.7.

% 1bid., p.7.

4 Tbid., pp.7-8.
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JFUA YRR BN ISR A Ry - RIERIBEE A B I AT - N
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—HAE - MERAREE - ©

Ghim - AebRE AN HARER » BB R ES TR R - HIE
HYRISEEE A SRR TS - OB R B AT - BiEf
FIERATBIR > WA & W e P IAE AV MERAN g F &R -
JBWE RS RERE R A 52 48 B > HIBE & R 9 T EL ] FH RSB A Eh R

41 Kohler, W. 1951, “Relational determination in perception” in L. A. Jeffress ed.,
Cerebral mechanisms in behavior; the Hixon Symposium (pp. 200-243). Wiley.

42 Noé, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.8.

4 Tbid., p.8.
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B o ARy Fat g Ria A2 AREEREE TG ) RORAVE, - AR
sk & A 8 o BRI - B EE T H G FELE - M)
g TRE VG TGS - ERdeiVEERSE - MEKEBASEHE
(BB S - FE P e G ZIYIREEERIEGE - EHREERTES
8 EFERAAELMA > EBEIEAE - SELIEH - BEE T REN
A[¥AME (plasticity ) « *

T ORHEREERS RS ks - TR SRR ER R
HEMERRE AN DRS4S - Bt A SIE R - (ReEsEs
FH ARG SRR 2 /R o] DA A SR e 2 48 Bants 2 345G F - Ry
7 2R SRR > T MR — EEA R R - HENMEE - LA
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4 Noég, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, p.10.

% Taylor, J. G. 1963, The behavioral basis of perception. With a mathematical
appendix to Chapter 8 by Seymour Papert. Yale University Press, p.168.

4 Nog, Alva 2004, Action in Perception, Massachusetts: MIT Press, pp.91-2.

47 Tbid., p. 14.



AmETE 215

AR FhYRsERITIPH  SCEE AAE T FRERErHE (i
ATREFE FHIURR B ) - R A ARENEEE - R e DB LA -
AATEIRAS R - BRIRIA B AR RE R ERER T - IR RIR
FERIBLL - A HEFYRRERITY o SBIKAEEIRE - WA 2R
AEE R - TR UREE SR e 2 B VAR AR AI4ERE - © IRIER
AOTT {0 RN A N ARG, » A FE A rT g4 - IRE RS & 48 AR (HBRR AV B L
HIELA B FF ZVERITE -
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