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An Analysis of the Yin-shun School’s Historical
Evolution Through the Lens of “Youth
Buddhism” Ideology

Chang, Chen-wei*

Abstract

Master Yin-shun ( E[] I§ ZZ £ifi ) authored the influential work Youth
Buddhism ( { FEAIEZL) ), in which he employed the paradigm of “youth
consciousness” to elucidate both the Buddha’s original pedagogical intent and
the emergence of early Mahayana Buddhism, while advocating for
contemporary Buddhist practitioners to harness this ideological framework in
the revitalization of Chinese Buddhism. Since the era of Master Tai-hsu (K
K Bfi), the modernization of Chinese Buddhist thought and subsequent
religious reforms in post-war Taiwan have been predominantly spearheaded
by the emerging monastic and lay practitioners. This demonstrates that Youth
Buddhism functions not merely as an ideological underpinning of Humanistic
Buddhism (A [t f# %), but as a fundamental catalyst for this religious
movement. Notably, between 1970 and 2000, during the formation of the Yin-
shun school (EJIHEE)R) , the advancement of young monastic practitioners
proved instrumental in promoting Master Yin-shun’s perspectives on
Humanistic Buddhism.

This research employs the theoretical framework of Youth Buddhism to
examine the contributions of Humanistic Buddhism’s pioneering figures,

including Masters Tai-hsu and Yin-shun, alongside prominent Yin-shun

* The Master’s degree Student of National Taipei University of Education, Graduate
School of Taiwan Culture.
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school practitioners: Venerable Chuan-tao ({&3&,%Ff), Venerable Hung-yin
(72 E[172RM), Venerable Chao-hwei (HHZ%£HT), and Venerable Shing-kuang
(MEEEAD).

The study investigates their methodological approaches to addressing
contemporary Buddhist deficiencies during their formative years, their
perpetuation of Humanistic Buddhism’s youth-centric principles, and their
strategies for fostering Buddhist innovation within evolving temporal
contexts. This analysis specifically examines how these religious leaders
aligned with contemporary societal values and advanced Humanistic
Buddhism through four primary vectors: resistance of traditional
conservatism, reformation of conventional Buddhist practices, engagement in
social movements, and development of youth-oriented Buddhist education.
These collective efforts ultimately established Yin-shun school(E[JIHEZ) as a

pre-eminent school in Taiwanese Buddhism.

Keywords: Youth Buddhism, Ven. Chuan-tao, Ven. Hung-yin, Ven. Chao-
hwei, Ven. Shing-kuang.
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