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From Manusmriti to
“Eight Garudhammas” : On Gender

Discrimination and Cognition in Buddhism

Wu, Yi-zhong"

ABSTRACT:

The Eight Garudhammas has aways been a taboo in Buddhism. Up
until 1999, the Venerable Shih Chao-Hwei began to publish the articles and
books to doubt its authenticity and discuss its after effects. In 2001, she
declared the ‘Manifesto of abolishing the Eight Garudhammas in a
conference and tore the articles of the ‘Eight Garudhammas to shreds.
This movement was a shock for Buddhists, the problem of the Eight
Garudhammas has made known to public since then.

For 2,500 years Buddhism has been a religion of male-dominant. The
reason is that Buddhism has a strong tie with Indian tradition. The
phenomenon of androcentricity still exists nowadays. In democratic
countries, to voice is to give the opinions, the opinions made by people lead
to the possibility of changing current social and political environment. The
movement of abolishing the Eight Garudhammas from the Venerable Shih
Chao-Hwei revolutionized the traditional thought entrenched in Buddhism.
Since then, gender equality was progressively implemented in the Buddhists
of Taiwan. It isabig step in promoting gender equality.

| intend to make a contrast between the Manusniti (I made reference

* Alumnus of Hongshi College » Master's Degree in Graduate | nstitute of Religious
Studies, Nanhua University.
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to the articles which set Indian female in an inferior state) and the ‘Eight
Garudhammas . My main task is to stress the relevance between these two
kinds of precepts instead of looking into the texts. The Manusnriti was
compiled by the priests in Brahmanism according to Vedas and Indian
custom, it covered the aspects of society, culture, religious life and rituals. In
that period, the Manusnriti has some influence on Buddhism. The Caste
system in Indian mapped out by the Manusnriti created the social isolation
and inequality. In addition, the patriarchy entrenched in Indian society made
the gender inequality even worse. In this circumstance, women suffered from
unfair treatment, the Bhikkhunis in Buddhism are also included.

In modern society, Buddhists have to pick out the inappropriate parts
of the ‘Eight Garudhammas through investigating the classics and history,
and therefore make a rational decision in their life. For Bhikkhus, they
should abandon Male chauvinism from their mentality; on the other hand,
Bhikkhunis should not see themselves as inferior to Bhikkhus.

In the process of promulgating the Buddha Dharma, the Buddha
Dharma per se should be adjusted based on the current era and society and
the precepts should also be reasonably altered. Namely (55 EJE ) , For
Bhikkhunis, they should abandon the traditional thought of Male chauvinism,;
especialy for the leaders in Buddhism, they should voice their opinions in
order to obtain the women rights so that they can fulfill the expectation of

‘lives being equal’

Keywords: Eight Garudhammas, Manusnriti, Bhikkhuni, Gender equality,
lives being equal
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