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The Central Doctrines of the
Mahaparinirvana Sutra

Wan, Ling-fang”

ABSTRACT:

In the Mahaparinirvana Stitra found authoritative expositions of
numerous doctrines central to spiritual practice in Mahayana
Buddhism, including permanence, eternity, tranquility, and
incorruptibility, the understanding and cultivation of which brings
insight into the key principle of emptiness (sinyatd). However, even
a thorough understanding of all these doctrines, when limited to the
intellectual level, is not conducive to spiritual development; what this
requires is the systematic application of these doctrines in such a way
that one’s experience of oneself and the world are fundamentally and
permanently transformed. Inasmuch as the Mahaparinirvana Siitra
provides a definitive teaching on nirvana, its primary purpose
coincides with that of the Agama and Prajfiaparamita sitras—to

serveas a guide to spiritual practice.

K eywor ds: Mahaparinirvana Saitra; permanence; eternity; tranquility;
incorruptibility; emptiness (Sinyata); spiritual practice

* Ph.D. student,Graduate Institute of Asian Humanities,Huafan University.
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utddhyatma-siunyata bahirdha-siunyatd adhyatma-bahirdha-sinyatd siunyata-
siunyatd mahd-sunyatd paramdrtha-siunyata samskita-siunyata a-samskrta-
sunyatda atyanta-sunyatd an-avardgra-sunyatd an-avakara-siunyatda prakiti-
sunyata sarva-dharma-sinyata sva-laksana-sunyata an-upalambha-sinyata
a-bhava-sva-bhava-siunyatda bhava-sunyatd a-bhava-sinyatd sva-bhava-
Sinyatd para-bhava-sianyata."
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tatra katama adhyatma-sunyata? adhyatmika dharma ucyante caksuh

Srotram ghranam jihva kdayo manah, tatra caksus caksusa sunyam a-kiita-
sthavinasitam upadaya. tat kasya hetoh? prakrtir asyaisa, srotram srotrena
Siunyam a-kiita-sthavindasitam upadaya. tat kasya hetoh? prakttir asyaisa,
ghranam ghranena sunyam a-kiita-sthavinasitam upadaya. tat kasya hetoh?
praktir asyaisa, jihva jihvaya sinyda a-kiita-sthavinasitam updadaya. tat
kasya hetoh? prakrnir asya esa, kayah kayena Sunyo ’kiita-sthdavindasitam
upadaya. tat kasya hetoh? praknir asyaisa, mano manasa sunyam a-kiita-

sthavinasitam upadaya. tat kasya hetoh? prakitir asyaisa. iyam ucyate
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tatra katama paramartha-sunyata? paramarthah ucyate nirvanam, tac
ca nirvanena Sinyam a-kiita-sthavindasitam upddaya. tat kasya hetoh?
prakitir asyaisa. iyam ucyate paramartha-sinyata*
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nibsattvo hi  dharmadhatuhh abhavah sarvadharma iti bodher
adhivacanametat, yo 'sau dharmadhatur iti samkhyam gacchati
acintyadharma... ... na parinirvanagaminah

tat kasma ddheto h? na hy acintyam gamanagamanena

pratyupasthitam, yavan na parinirvanam gamandagamanena
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U $aradvatiputra Gha - na manjusrirbhagavata dharmadhaturabhisambuddhah?

manjusriraha - na bhadanta Saradvatiputra bhagavata
dharmadhaturabhisambuddhah | tatkasmaddhetoh? tatha hi bhadanta
Saradvatiputra dharmadhatureva bhagavan | sacedbhadanta Saradvatiputra
bhagavata dharmadhaturabhisambuddhah syat, tadyo 'savanutpadadhatuh sa
nirudhyo bhavet | api tu bhadanta saradvatiputra sa eva dharmadhaturbodhih |
tatkasmaddhetoh? nifsattvo hi dharmadhatuh | abhavah sarvadharma iti
bodheradhivacanametat, yo 'sau dharmadhaturiti samkhyam gacchati |
tatkasmaddhetoh? sarvadharma hyananatvam buddhavisayatah | ananatvamiti
bhadanta saradvatiputra avijiiaptikam padametat | avijiiaptikamiti bhadanta
Saradvatiputra  naitacchakyam vijiiapayitum samskntatvena va  yavad
asamskntatvena va | na tatra kacidvijiiaptih, tena tadavijiiaptikam | sarvadharma
hi bhadanta saradvatiputra avijiaptikah | tatkasmaddhetoh? tatha hi
sarvadharmanam pradurbhavo nasti yasmin sthitva vijiapyeran | ye 'pyami
anantaryaprasita acintyaprasnah, te | ye ca acintyaprasmta bhiitaprasmtaste |
tatkasmaddheto h? bhitamiti bhadanta saradvatiputra abhedapadametat | ye 'pi
acintyadharmasamanvagatah, naiva te svargagaminah, na apayagaminal, na
parinirvanagaminah | tatkasmaddhetoh? na hi acintyam gamanagamanena
pratyupasthitam, yavat na parinirvanam gamanagamanena pratyupasthitam ;, ; <
B > P. L. Vaidya (ed.), “No. 21: Maiijusri-parivartdpara-paryaya Sapta-
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U asyam Suvikrantavikramin prajiiaparamitayam siksamano bodhisattvo
'gratayam siksate, sarvasatvanam ca nirvanapathasodhanaya siksate Tat
kasmad dhetor? esa hi Suvikrantavikramin agra siksa jyestha vara pravara
anuttard niruttard yeyam prajiaparamitasiksa asyam Siksamanah
suvikrantavikramin bodhisattvah sarvasiksaparamitam prapnoti, sarvasiksasca
samaddaya abhyudgacchati, sarvasiksanam ca desayita bhavati, sarvasiksanam
ca abhivahayita bhavati. asyam hi suvikrantavikramin siksa-yam
atitanagatapratyutpannd buddha bhagavanto bodhisattvacaryayam carantah
siksitah siksisyante siksante ca, asyam ca Siksayam supratisthita buddha
bhagavantah sarvasattvebhyo 'nuttaram siksaparisuddhim samprakasitavantah,
samprakasayanti ca. tatkasmaddhetoh? sarvalokabhyudgatasiksa hyesa
suvikrantavikramin, yaduta prajiaparamitasiksa,
sarvalokavisistasiksasarvalokasvayambhusiksa yaduta prajiiaparamitasiksa |
% 2:RH » Vaidya, P. L. (ed.) “Chapter 1: Suvikrantavikramipariprccha Nama
Sardhadvisahasrika Prajfiaparamita,”Mahayana-sitra-samgraha, Darbhanga:
The Mithila Institute, 1961, pp. 1-74.
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