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The Discourse about A’nimals in
the Mahavibhasa Sastra

Shih, Wu-yin*

ABSTRACT :

Animals are the sentient beings of Tiryagyoni, the animal realm, one of
the five or six realms of existence. Accounts of animals frequently appear in
the Buddhist sacred scriptures—descriptions of their behavioral patterns, their
warm and glorious virtues, and most importantly about Gautama Buddha’s
previous incarnations and practices when he was in the animal realm. In this
thesis, I attempt to discuss the views of authors of the Mahavibhasa Sastra as
it is considered one of the most important scriptures of Sravakayana (the path
of the hearer). I will investigate the passages of macacas, wolves, lions,
dragons and elephants and how those writings reflect the unique opinions

these authors have regarding animals.

Keywords: Macacas, Wolves, Lions, Dragons and Elephants

* Assistant Professor of Religion and Cultural Studies, Hsuan Chuang University and

lecturer at Buddhist Hong Shi College
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