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Studies on Taiwan’s Religious and Cultural Tourism
Experience: with the Extracurricular Practice Course
of Hsuan Chuang University as Example

Hsing, Chin-chun *

ABSTRACT:

Since ancient times, religious tourism is one of the most important
tourist way. People visited the Holy City and Land to express devotion to
religion. Not only by soothe the soul, they also communicate and integrate
different kinds of culture to each other. Taiwan has a wide range of religious
beliefs; the mainly traditional religion is Buddhism, Taoism and Folk beliefs.
There are rich and diverse religious cultures. Religious festivals and holy
resources, for example Chung Tai Chan Monastery, Fo Guang Shan
Monastery, Maitreya Great Tao, Water Lanterns Festival, Matsu Around the
Border, Hsing Tian Kong, Baoan Temple , etc. which are deeply prefered by
travel industry. In fact religious tourism has brought enormous benefits to
the tourism industry. The relevant marginal benefit is also very impressive.

Hsuan Chuang University Department of Religious Studies has a solid
cultural and religious foundation. Since 2010 it designed a series of
“religious tourism curriculum journey” course for tourism industry. They
taught students Taiwan religious culture, religious sites, and tourism
administration section as to be a talent religious tour guide, and have helped
them to obtain 43 tour guide licenses.

In this study, students have completed the “religious tourism curriculum
journey” course, extracurricular practicing course and questionnaire

*
Lecturer, Department of Religion and Culture, Hsuan Chuang University
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information. By means of acceptance and feasibility of religious tourism
courses research, I hope this can provide future reference tourism industry
with religious tourism or sightseeing planning and curriculum design.

Keywords: Religious tourism, practice teaching, curriculum design
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