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Studying Buddhism and Believing in
Buddhism

Hou, Kun-hung *

ABSTRACT:

The relationship between studying Buddhism and believing in
Buddhism has long been a focus in both religious and academic circles.
While some believe the two can be complimentary, others argue that there
are incompatibilities. This article seeks to explore the contradiction between
scholarly research and religious belief. In the past many Buddhist masters
had different opinions about the relationship. One crucial point is whether it
is possible to conduct objective studies of Buddhism, at the moment when
religious belief and emotion are involved. Mainly drawing on the ideas of
Master Tai Xu and Master Yin Shun, this article favors the concept of
“research as proxis” and there might be ways to settle the incompatibility.

Keywords: Master Tai Xu, Master Yin Shun, Studying Buddhism, Believing
in Buddhism
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