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The Rise, Fall and Turning Point of the
Contemporary College Youth Buddhist Movement
in Taiwan (1958~2016)

Saik, Chee-teng *

ABSTRACT:

In the past ten years, the trend of diverse societies, the rise of the
Internet culture, sub-replacement fertility, the aging Buddhist population,
and other problems have emerged one after another, which have directly or
indirectly had an impact on the College Youth Buddhist Movement. The rise
of College Youth Buddhist Movement in the past is vastly different from the
current situation. At the present time, no matter if it’s the college Buddhist
Society or Youth Buddhist Camp operations, new internal and external
bottlenecks are being confronted, which is worthy of further exploration.

This paper’s main idea is to analyze the issue of “the rise and fall and
turning point of the contemporary College Youth Buddhist Movement in
Taiwan” trough qualitative research analysis and quantitative research
analysis. The purpose of this study is to use field interviews to conduct
inductive analysis on the early, middle, and recent phases, examine the
current situation of the organizational operation of “Buddhist Society” and
“Youth Camp”, the connection between the two in operation, and the key
factors affecting development, and also compare and understand the before

: Religious Studies PhD. Student, School of Philosophy, Renmin University of
China
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and after situation. The research results are hoped to yield benefits through
which the E generation of college youth will be led to Buddha despite
today’s diverse societies and the rise of the Internet culture.

Keywords: College Youth Buddhist Movement, Buddhist Society, Youth
Camp, Hui Ju Congee Conference
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